CAUSES OF THE WAR
coalescing to make a mighty current. The national-
ists wanted expansion; the democrats wanted
Trent; the syndicalists wanted war in the hope
that it would lead to a revolution. That was my
own position at this juncture. For the first time
the great majority of the nation was actively
opposed to the parliamentarians and the poli-
ticians. I made common cause with persons of
the latter way of thinking."
"Could not you have gained your end at less
cost?" I asked. "When the socialists in Berlin
and in Paris rallied to the side of their respective
war-making governments, their conduct was, in
point of principle, unpardonable, but it was
comprehensible enough, for in each country the
general belief was that the other had been the
aggressor. Italy alone was in the fortunate posi-
tion of being able to maintain an armed neutrality,
which would have enabled her, with an intact
army, by mere threats, to compel the exhausted
victors to make extensive concessions to her at
the end of the war. Why did not Italy adopt this
course? There was a great deal of talk at that
time about national honour, and you yourself
often used the phrase. Was it 'national honour*
which induced you to take up the sword?"
"Nobody likes a neutral," said Mussolini,
"but this was no more than a primary, a senti-
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